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		 	The Mission of SWCC is to promote respect for wildlife & increase the public's awareness of the importance of pre-

serving wildlife through the care of injured and orphaned California native wild animals and community education.  

	
	

Inside this issue... 
Creature Feature Pg 1  
Bald Eagles Pg 3 
Scrunchie Pg 3 
2024 Animal Statistics Pg 4 
2024 Donors Pg 5 
Financial Statement  Pg 6 
Baby Animal Shower Pg 6 
 

Creature Feature 
Winter 2025 

We often have two or more non-releasable ce-
dar waxwings in the aviary in front of the center.  

They are small yellowish-brown birds with a yel-
low stripe at the end of their tail, a back mask around 
their eyes, and a small crest on their heads. Some-
times, they have little, bright red beads on the ends 
of feathers that overlap their wings when perched.  

No one knows why waxwings grow these red 
jewels, but they tend to break off as time passes. They 
will be replaced when the bird molts. 

This winter, one of our long-time resident wax-
wings died of old age.  

This winter, we had several waxwings come in. 
We recently released three. Another is being evalu-
ated to see if it can be put into the gazebo aviary in 
the front as a companion to the remaining waxwing.   

Waxwings are one of the few North American 
birds that mostly eat fruit such as dogwood, service-
berry, cedar, juniper, strawberry, hawthorn, winter-
berry, mistletoe, and honeysuckle. Which is why they 
produce so much sticky feces. But they can't live on 
fruit alone. They also eat many kinds of insects. 

If they eat enough honeysuckle and a few other 
introduced plants, the yellow tail band will turn or-
ange.  

This high-fruit diet also puts them at risk of get-
ting drunk. Occasionally we receive a waxwing that 
just needs to sober up. Overly ripe berries can start 
to ferment. If the waxwings eat these berries the  
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alcohol will reduce their ability to fly. Whether they 
eat the fermenting berries because they are hungry 
or because they want a "drink" is not known.  

Waxwings are seldom seen alone. They con-
gregate in large flocks and move about throughout 
much of the year. During nesting season, the flocks 
are smaller, with pairs of birds nesting near each 
other.  

When releasing a waxwing, it is important to 
release it into a flock of waxwings.  

That is what we did with the three releasable 
wax wings. Dan, one of our employees, searched 
for a flock, found one, and took out waxwings for 
release before the flock could move to a new loca-
tion.  

The birds knew exactly what to do. Once free, 
they flew straight to the flock and disappeared into 
the crowd. 

*** 

Large flock of waxwings in a tree,	

Waxwings in our aviary	



	3	

	 	

Bald Eagle in our Eagle Cage	

Gathering toilet paper to make a nest.	

The eagle will spend his first night in this nicely painted smaller 
aviary so he can have a thorough check up tomorrow.	

The blue arrows point out some of the damaged feathers that 
were not molted.	

Her cheek pouches are full. 
She’ll take those seeds and 
hide them somewhere for 
later consumption.	

The bald eagle we received on July 28, 2024, has been 

transferred to Dr. Vicky Joseph, an eagle expert. 

When we first got the eagle, his feathers were in terrible 

condition. He also had a bacterial respiratory infection and 

West Nile. He did molt most of his feathers this fall but not all 

of them. Bad feathers and incomplete molts are common when 

suffering from West Nile. He needs to molt again before he 

can be released.  

Eagles only molt once a year, usually in the late summer. 

That is a problem for us. We need to use his aviary for the 

thirty or more baby great-horned owls we will receive this 

spring.  

Dr. Joseph has an even larger aviary, with a couple of ea-

gles are already in it. Our eagle will have companions as he 

waits for better feathers to emerge. 

*** 

 

 

	

	
Scrunchie was a California ground squirrel admitted in April 2015. She had nerve damage to 

her right hind leg from a fall. Since ground squirrels need to have perfect legs for digging and 

running, we kept her.  

For many years she lived in the lobby and went to school talks. But at around six-years old, 

she could no longer keep up with the younger squirrels in the lobby, so we moved her into re-

tirement. When she developed cataracts and a pronounced limp, we moved her into hospice 

care at my house.  

Ground squirrels seldom live more than four or five years in the wild. Ten is the upper limit 

for ground squirrels in captivity.  

I have raised several ground squirrels to take to schools. They are so sweet and friendly as 

babies, but impossible to handle after about a year. Touch one, and you will get bit. However, at 

about six, they calm down and are easier to handle. Of course, they also have many age-related 

health issues by then.  

 

 

Scrunchie was famous for being the terror of the 

lobby squirrels, growling and biting. But as soon as she 

saw the travel cage, she jumped right in. At the school, 

she hopped into her ball and rolled on the floor for the 

kids. Then she went back into the travel cage without a 

problem.  

 As she aged, her sight failed, and it became more difficult to walk. Still, she en-

joyed sleeping in the sun and having her tummy rubbed.  

She died about three months short of her tenth birthday. 

See last page for another picture of Scrunchie. 

*** 
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 S A R P T D E DFD 

Birds 56.14% 1645 574 20 7 336 115 590 

Mammals 68.32% 409 201 7 6 82 14 99 

Reptiles 91.67% 84 60 2 6 5 1 10 

Total 60.57% 2138 835 29 19 423 130 699 

Average number of patients in care throughout the year.	

Virginia Opossum ............. 199 

Mourning Dove ................ 163 

California Scrub Jay .......... 159 

Mallard ................................ 128 

Eurasian Collared-Dove .. 118 

European Starling ............. 110 

House Finch ........................ 93 

House Sparrow ................... 81 

Red-tailed Hawk ................. 57 

Barn Owl .............................. 54 

	

A = Admitted 

R = Released 

T = Transferred to other facilities or domestics who were adopted. 

D = Died despite treatment. 

E = Euthanized because treatment was unsuccessful. 

DFD = Died First Day - animals who either arrived dead, were eu-

thanized on arrival, or died shortly after arrival. 

S = Success rate. This is the number of animals released and transferred 

divided by the number of animals admitted minus those still pending and 

those who died the first day. We don’t count animals who were hopeless 

when they arrived in our success rate. 

 

Note: We do not accept domestic animals. But occasionally receive es-

caped pets such as Coturnix quail and Muscovy ducks that are mistaken 

for wild animals.  	

	

Although a success rate of 60% may 

not seem impressive, every animal we re-

ceive would have died had it not been 

brought in. All are injured, starved, or ill 

upon admission. Not all can be saved. 

 

We had some unusual animals this year. 

An extremely fat but otherwise healthy gar-

ter snake was brought in because it wasn’t 

moving around very quickly, which is unu-

sual.  

We couldn’t find anything wrong with 

it, so we put it into a snake cage to reexamine 

the next morning.  

Instead of one fat snake, there was a 

normal-sized garter snake and a pile of ba-

bies.  

That was amazing. We put the babies in 

a separate cage where they looked like a 

strange wriggling mass.  

Since snakes do not provide any paren-

tal care, so we released the babies the next 

day. We kept the mother for another day un-

til she ate. Then we released her. 

 

	

Very Pregnant Garter Snake	  Baby Garter Snakes	 Poorwill	
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Raymond James and Associates, Inc 
Miller, Margaret 
American Endowment Foundation 
Spirit Mountain Studio 

 

Aderholt, Stephanie 
Altomare, Janice 
Barnard, Michelle 
Bosio, Angie 
Charitable Adult Rides & Services, Inc 
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Dixon, Albert 
Erich, Sherry 
Fleisig, Neff 
Frost, Anne & Michael 
Gonsales, Kathleen 
Gonzaga Ridge Wind Farm LLC 
Horner, Ronald Marks & Terri 
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Alexander, Minou 
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Barker, Andrea & Lew 
Barker, Keith & Cynthia 
Barnes, Sue 
Barnett, Nancie 
Baumbach, Karen 
Beary, Anice 
Berkeley, Kathy 
Bledsoe, Jo Ann 
Block, Alexandra 
Bourang, Shamerin 
Boyd, Kathleen 
Brennan, John 
Brush, David 
Calderon, Maria 
Calvillo, Karen 
Campbell, Annhenrie 
Carter-Bhatti, Martha 
Cayton, Rosemary 
Central Valley Property Manage-

ment Inc 
Central Valley Window Tinting 
Ceres Woman's Club 
Chapman, Kathleen 
Chesbrough, Shawn 
Chipponeri, Lucinda 
City of Turlock 
Cline, Cheryl 
 

Sophidion Foundation, Inc 
Murer, Jennifer 
Bittner, Belinda 

 

Kestler, Iris 
Koenig, Karen 
Lowder, Janice 
MacDonald, Michael & Paulette 
Marin Community Foundation 
Martelli, Robert & Linda 
Miknus, Mary 
Morgan Stanley GIFT 
Mortan, Edith 
Pennoyer, James 
Pitts, Jennifer 
Pritchard, Beverly 
Ray, Yvonna 
 

Rogers, John & June 
Santos, Kristina 
Stanislaus Community Foundation 
Stillo, Rose & Tracy Grainger 
Sutter, Lorilee 
The David E. & Mary C. Gallo Foun-

dation 
Trantham, Brenda 
Turner, Christine 
Turner, Tricia 
Ullmann, Monika 
Wymond, Kim 
Zumbrunn, Kathy 

Coelho, Sylvia 
Conley-Alpers, Mary 
Conlin, Albert & Elizabeth 
Connelly, Darlene 
Corbeil, Terri 
Cunningham, Roselyn & Don 
D'Arpino, Marci 
Dennis Earl School PTA 
Divine, Doug & Vicki 
Dixon, Lynne 
Dolnick, Brian & Veronica 
Dubbs, Pamela 
Dunn, Ellen 
E & J Gallo Winery 
Eaton, Beverly 
Elite Pest Solutions 
Ellis, Roy & Vicki 
Erb, Suzanne 
Erwin, Mabel J. & Edwin J. 
Fahey, William 
Farrar, Kathy 
Faulkner, Kent & Truda 
Ferguson, Marlene 
Fichtner, Garrick & Casey 
Fillmore, Gary 
Finger, Geoff 
Flemate, John & Molly K 
Flinn, Madeline 
Foster, Suzanne 
Gallegos, Maria 
Gambel, Mary 
Garner, Justin & Jamie 
Germano, David & Margot 
Gomez, Nancee 
Gorman, Julie 
Gowans, Jennifer 
 

Gray, Robin 
Greeson, Cindy 
Gregerson, Kelly 
Gross, Kirsten 
Guerrero, Paul 
Guevara, Jorge 
Guevara, Steven 
Hannink, Jen & Russ 
Harp, Patricia 
Harris, John 
Harris, Tracee & Wayne 
Hennes, M 
Hernandez, Andria 
Hernandez, Denise 
Hernandez, Rita 
Highiet, Susan & Douglas 
Hinds Spreading 
Holloway, Madeline 
Holmes, Teresa 
Holtz, Stan & Diana 
Hudelson, Barbara 
Imbrunetti, Mike & Tena 
Isaac, Marion 
Johns, Ronald & Kristin 
Johnson, Allan 
Johnson, Marvin 
Johnson, Paula 
Johnston, Erika 
Jones, David and Becky 
Kelly, Marie 
Kern, Austin 
Khoury, Crystal 
Kiehl,  Al & Olga 
Kiehl, Ingrid 
Kiley, John & Lynnda 
Lacy, Amy 

 

Lacy, Amy 
Lane, Richard & Jackie 
Langford, Anthony 
Lawler, Betty 
Lee, Deborah 
Lee, Jodie 
Lee, John 
Lemson, Regina & Robert 
Lopez, Frances 
Lopez, Jessica 
Lopez, Steve 
Lost Wagon Wheel Ranch LLC 
Lueth, Jonathan 
Lukins, Concepcion 
M!Fatik Graphic Communications 
Machado, Ana Maria 
Manning, James & Cindy 
Manteca Garden Club 
Marion, Linda 
Marsh, Garrard 
Matthews, Jim & Joani 
McGrath, Deirdre 
McGrath, Kymn 
McRae, Sheryl 
Miller, Barbara 
Milliken, Janice 
Mitchell, Karen 
Montes, Erica 
Moore, Kenneth & Lisa 
Moore, Mary 
Mount, Jim 
Muller, Barton 
Mullins-Erro, Caroline 
Munroe, Keith & Virginia 
Myatt, Nancy 
Myers, Jim & Kay 
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Note: donations made during the last two weeks of 2024 may not have been processed in time to be on this list.	

Myers, Tom & Anne Blondeau 
Nelson, Perry 

Neumann, Paul & Pam 
Nguyen, Tan 
Nicholas, Anna 
O'Connor, Barbara 
Oldenhage, Michelle & Phillip 
Olguin, Jose & Ruth 
Orland, Cathy & Gene 
Owings, George & Rhett 
Paboojian, Karen 
Padayhag, Susie 
Pallotta, Lorraine 
Pankey 
Parker, Suzanne 
Parks, Thomas & Lani Chappell 
Paul's Paint Company 
Paulsen, Don & Janice 
Payne, James & Geraldine Swenson 
Pehle, Cece & John 
Pereira, Karen 
Perez, Christie 
Perez, Melba 
Perry, Mary 
Pettit, Roy 
Pivirotto, Karen 
Plummer, Beverly 

 

Toelkes, Penny 
Torres, John 
Tucker, David & Linda Lagace 
Tuggle, Dorothy 
Turlock Garden Club 
Tyhurst, Judy 
United Way of Central Oregon 
Van Konynenburg, Hennie 
Vander Schuur, Bryan & Heather 
Vanderbeck, Christine 
Vicente, Jaydeen 
Viss, Kimberly 
Wagner, Dr Gary and Babette 
Wahler, Kim 
Walker, Joyce 
Walters, Terri 
Washington, Dona & Jose        

Fernandez 
White, Leland & Judi 
Williams, Mary 
Williams, Vikki 
Wilson, Sandra 
Wing, Dennis 
Worden, Marlynn 
Yee, Laurie 
Yost, Alicia 
 

Silva, Toni 
Simmons, Jean 
Sitkiewicz, Nancy 
Sizemore, Kelly 
Skinner, Marsha 
Smith, Arlene 
Smith, Candy 
Smith, Danielle 
Smith, Laurel 
SMK 
Spadini, Paulette 
Spiegel, Harry 
Spradling, Alga 
Starkey, Joyce 
Steed, Casey 
Stewart, Anna 
Strong, Julie 
Surber, Susan 
Sutter, Anthony & Katelyn Roedner 
Sweeney, Jamie 
Teekell, Sylvia 
Tell, L 
Tennis, Pam 
Thiele, MaryAnn 
Thompson, Ernestine 
Tiwater, Tiffany 
Tocchini, Wendy 
 

Podolsky, Larry & Nancy 
Preston, Michelle 
Pritchard, Gisele 
Reed, Katie 
Reeve, Gary & Alicin 
Reynolds, Nancy 
Robertson, Shannon 
Rocha, Dianne 
Rosa, Mary 
Rosenblum, Jeffrey 
Rozar, Sherri & Randi Beeson 
Russell, Linda 
Saldana, Jose & Hope 
Saldivar-Morse, Teresa 
Sampson, Jennifer 
Sanders, Tim & Susan 
Sasser, Nicole 
Sayad, Raymond 
Scheidt, Laurel 
Schmidt, Samantha 
Schneider, Gerald & Janice 
Schuller, Steve 
Shanahan, Therese 
Shears, Janelle 
Shultz, Erin 
Shurtz, Ron & Judy 
Siggins, Howard & Effie 
 

 

The 2025 Baby Animal Shower 
Saturday, April 19, 2025. 

 

More information will be on the website starting in mid-

February. Check in for the latest updates and raffle prizes. 

We will have a BBQ, Sundaes, kids activities, face paint-

ing, raffle, and lots of animals.  

Last year, we had a camera in the baby bird room, so you 

could see the babies being fed. And some babies were fed in 

one of the display cages for closer viewing. We hope to have 

both of those this year.  

 

Set the date aside. We want to see all of you for this fun 

activity. 

*** 

Income 
Interest ......................................... $461 

Taxable Sales ........................... $2,035 

Direct Public Support ........ $168,002 

Direct Mail Solicitation ....... $31,662 

Indirect Public Support ......... $5,548 

Program Income .................... $1,100 

Special Events Income ........ $30,979 

Restricted Funds ................... $29,000 

Total Income ................. $268,787 

  

Expenses 
Structures ............................... $38,634 

Occupancy Rent Utilities  

Maintenance ...................... $10,272 

Animal Program Expenses . $25,647 

Business Expenses ................. $3,321 

Other Expenses .................... $21,059 

Printing Publications  

Postage ................................. $2,593 

Fundraising Expenses ............ $6,538 

Labor Expenses .................. $163,937 

Total Expenditures ....... $272,002 

 

Profit/Loss ....................... -$3,215 
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Name _________________________________________________________ Date___________________________  
 
Street ________________________________________________________ Phone(        )_____________________  
 
City____________________________________________________________State______Zip_________________  
 
E-mail Address_________________________________________________________________________________  
 

____________No Receipt             _______________Email Receipt                   _____________Mailed Receipt 
 
_______New Membership ____ Membership Renewal ____ General Donation _____ Restricted Donation  
 
__$20 Individual__$30 Family __$50 Grantor __$100 Sustaining __$500 Contributor __ $1000 Donor  Other $ ______  
 

All donations are tax deductible and gratefully accepted. Please consult your tax advisor. 
Make checks payable to: SWCC, P.O. Box 298, Hughson, CA 95326 - THANK YOU! 

Please email SWCCenter@StanislausWildlife.org if you would like to volunteer. 
 

The SWCC does not sell or give addresses to anyone!  
 

The SWCC is incorporated as a 501(c)3 corporation EIN 77-0049517 
 

Wish List                                                                   Winter 2025                                                                       Donations 

Supplies We Need 
Paper Towels 

Scrub Brushes 

Puppy Pads 

13 gal plastic garbage bags 

Dishwashing Gloves (S & M) 

Visit our Amazon Wish List for 

other ideas. 

Volunteers & 
Money 

Moving?? 
If your address changes, please let us know. Send in the membership form or email: 

SWCCenter@StanislausWildlife.org 

Membership Form 

 

SWCC Staff 
 
Executive Director 
 Donna Burt 
 

Facility Manager 
 Nancy Klein 

 

Senior Animal Care Coordinator 
 Michelle Mason 
  

Animal Care Coordinators 
  Duane Dahl 

 Eduardo Escobedo 
 Daniel Pankey 
 
 

Board of  Directors 
Donna Burt Chairperson 
Linda Weidman Vice-Chair 
Cindy Manning Treasurer 
Phil McKay Member 
Dr. Doug Marks Veterinarian 

Cedar Waxwing	

Website	



	8	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NON-PROFIT ORG 
U. S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT NO. 278 
MODESTO, CA 

Stanislaus Wildlife Care Center 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A very elderly Scrunchie sleeping in the sun. She has a heated nest box with soft blankets but nothing is better 
than summer sun shining through a window, 


